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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim(s) 1-15, 31-33 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one 
of the four statutory categories of invention. While the claims recite a series of steps or 
acts to be performed, a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to 
particular machine, or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or 
material) to a different state or thing. See page 10 of In Re Bilski 88 USPQ2d 1385. The 
instant claims are neither positively tied to a particular machine that accomplishes the 
claimed method steps nor transform underlying subject matter, and therefore do not 
qualify as a statutory process. 

The elements of Claim(s) 1 of "automatically mapping...." are broad enough that 
the claim could be completely performed mentally, or verbally nor is any transformation 
apparent and further 

1 ) do not tie to another statutory class (such as a particular apparatus) by 
identifying the apparatus that accomplishes the method steps. 

2) do not have a structure required by the claim, or positively recited in the body 
of the claim in association with a step significant to the inventive concept. 

A claim reciting an adequate structural tie must positively recite the structure of 
another statutory category in association with a step significant to the inventive concept. 
The following are examples of structural recitations that do not constitute adequate 
structural ties per se: (1) Structure recited in a preamble alone, (2) structure in a phrase 
expressing intended use or purpose, and (3) structure in a step insignificant to the 
inventive concept, such as nominal pre or post solution activity. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal^e and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragrapli, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The claim recites here in part "...automatically mapping is performed prior to installation 

of the machine ". The specification fails to disclose mapping being performed "prior 

to installation". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-15, and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Siamak et al (EP 0,969,371 A1 ) in views of Varaiya et al (USP 
4,754,397 B). 

Regarding claim(s) 1, Siamak discloses a method of facilitating configuring of 
resources of a communications environment (abstract), said method comprising: 
automatically mapping a first identifier of a resource of a machine being configured to a 
second identifier of the resource to assign a physical path of the resource to a logical 
path of the resource (para 6 lines 8-13, para 14 table 202 maps devices by physical 
pathnames to logical pathnames), wherein the first identifier is usable by hardware (Figs 
1 & 2, computer system 1 00 with hardware disk drivers 204 identify the particular 
resource) to identify the resource and the second identifier is usable by a program of the 
machine to identify the resource (application 201 is a the computer program that is 



Application/Control Number: 10/730,664 
Art Unit: 2416 



Page 4 



identified as the resource with which the computer system 100 transfers and received 
data as appropriate). 

Siamak fails to disclose mapping of the machine to avoid a single point of failure. 

Varaiya discloses mapping of the machine to avoid a single point of failure (Figs. 
1-3, col 2 lines 13-24, col 7 line 20 - col 8 line 20; col 9 lines 8-22). Varaiya provides a 
method for configuring multiple resources in a system. A computer system of plurality 
of elements are provided that are capable of configuring resources in the system, 
wherein each element has configuration parameters to use to configure the components 
and also provide a fault tolerance computing system by avoiding single points of failure. 
Furthermore, Varaiya illustrates mapping and configuration of system components prior 
to installation of the machine itself (see Figs. 1-2, abstract, col 1 lines 10-20). 

Thus it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teachings of Varaiya within Siamak so as to allow for multiple paths of 
configurations as appropriate without delay and therefore avoiding points of failure 
within a system. 

Regarding claim 2, Siamak discloses wherein the resource comprises a 
communications adapter (Fig.1, cable 106 designed to serve as communications 

adapter.). 

Regarding claim 3, Siamak discloses wherein the communications adapter 
comprises a channel, the first identifier comprises a physical channel identifier (PCHID) 
and the second identifier comprises a logical channel path identifier (CHPID) (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Siamak discloses wherein the communications adapter is of 
an input/output subsystem of the communications environment, the input/output 
subsystem being configured as a plurality of input/output images (Fig. 1, cable 106 
provides the input/output environment). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, and 31 , Siamak discloses automatically selecting the first 
identifier to be mapped to the second identifier from a plurality of first identifiers, wherein 
the selecting takes into consideration a definition associated with the second identifier 
(Fig. 3B, plurality of identifiers 306, 308, 310, 312, 314 to be mapped with 305, para 21). 
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Regarding claim 8 Siamak discloses the physical description of resource as first 
identifier (see Fig.Sb, serial number identifies a storage device). 

Regarding claim 9 Siamak discloses proper mapping of devices and a report 
generated as appropriate (col 6 lines 20-23). 

Regarding claim 10 Siamak discloses providing as another input to the 
automatically mapping a logical definition of the resource, said logical definition 
comprising the second identifier (Figs. 3A, 3B, logical path 305 defines a second 
identifier with a particular serial number of the first identifier to be associated with). 

Regarding claims 11-13 Siamak discloses mapping utilizing software and 
hardware components as appropriate (Figs 1-3, paras 9, 10 and 12). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15 Siamak discloses performing one or more selective 
validations on data input to the automatically mapping and the changed configuration 
environment (para 30, fig. 8, step 804 verifies if correct device is loaded from the 
mapping table 202, as a new configuration is now loaded). 

Claim(s) 7 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Siamak et al (EP 0,969,371 A1) in view of Varaiya et al (USP 7,133,907) and 
further in view of Wilson et al (US B2). 

Siamak and Varaiya fail to disclose priority based selection of resource 
identifiers. 

Wilson discloses priority based selection of resource identifiers (col 35 line 64 - 
col 36 line 10). Priority based selection of resources allows for proper allocation of 
resource elements as needed. Thus it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Wilson within Siamak so as to 
improve overall network performance by allocating resources as appropriate based on a 
predetermined priority scheme. 

Regarding claim 31 , Siamak discloses wherein the resource comprises a channel 
(Fig. 3A), and wherein the mapping is further based on the type of channel (Fig. 3B, 
type of channel is similar to different physical paths 31 0, 31 2, 31 4). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 31-33 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAJ JAIN whose telephone number is (571)272-3145. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Raj K. Jain/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



